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Fea bean listening to this CD over and ower,
backwards and forwards nonstop since Tim
Kress (OC) and Graham Sedam
(Munneapolis) rush delivensd il 10 me, Pe
been brying o fHgure it oul, 10 unlock its
sacrels, because it sounds jusi
50,..complicated. And | don't mean if's a
bukake of 8-bit arpeggios and blast-beats. |
mean |'s complicaled sonically,. The nobes
don't just go up and dosm, ol and loud, bl
they seem to come in and oul through tha
speakers. | can tell Diads have read all the
manuals for their gadgets and (possibly)
pirated million-dollar solbwane sudes, And
thil's whal impresses me the most aboul this
alburn, It has a prolessional, cmematic feel of
the stuff Fd expact fram an earty Clint Mansall
or Boards of Canada. Think Fight Club
soundirack meels Industial melal with a
smaftlering of gothic overiones

The albaem is long—diocking in ail almosl
axacily an hour—which iz 8 good and bad
thing. The pace of most of the songs B selal a
measured sialking tempo and the ione s
always ense and abrasive. Every nobe gels
undaar your skin which starts out as dalightfully
disturbing but by three quartars of the way
through, the album sounds like | needs a
cigaratie even thowgh it hasn't blown I3 load.

But its lenglheness gives the album mong
opportunitieas for some impreassiva
surprises—for example, the climactc leads in
‘Rendered” the melancholy hooks afl A
Larment Parl 2° and the dirty, slinking-lzard
guitar il im “Bad Luck Days.” Thase inspingd
mamants ara the sheer manifastation of tha
latent musical prowess thal seems 1o ba
Iurking just beneath the suface for mast of the
alburm, | wish thens wenhe more

T vitals, | regred bo admil, keave me fealing
a bit ambivalent. n the very first track, they
emeange strong and breathtaking, layered into
a hauntngly, serens backdrop 15 one of the
alburns mone mellow sondgs. In this song, ey
go above and beyond whatl vocals should do
enguisialy and clavarly. But in the next track it
becomes apparent thal the singer i=n'l guite
strong enough o standabone, Spare and
unadomed, (he singing tkes on 8 Karnoke-
asque quality thal is inconsistent with the
flawlassly professional sound of evany othar
aspect of the album that belies its bedroom-
gludis anging. | think | preder the wacals gnity
and disorted, as iy ane in “An Emply Thigal™
where they sound intensely menacing and
intensaty coal

Bottomiine: this s a worthy debut album thal
establishes a dislinct sound and proves Diads'
glactronic chops. The album's unl:,-
shoricoméng is thal it gives equal attention 1o
its inspired concepis as il does its weakar
aspecls. Diads can twist the knobs and
seguencs like pros, bul ane far mone talentad
with “vocals™ than singing, When they iread the
voica like a sampla, twisted and mixed ino
somathing completaly innovative and criginal,
that's wihen it shines. The album Is good
bacauss of the pars wheara it's thought out,
produced and tweaked to the fullest It's
sy and N5 dark and iU's digital—count me
as an enthusiastic fan when thair necd albwm is
“Make You Dirty” kicked up jusi one molch,
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